Peninsular Railway & Lumbermen’s Museum

THE TWO LARGE STEEL BRIDGES OF THE
SIMPSON LOGGING COMPANY




Thi s announcement appeared I n th
Mason county Jour nal

AnSI MPSON LOG. COMPANY LET BI G CONTRACTO branch

|l n advance preparation for opening to Shelto

of the Olympic mountains the Simpson |l ogging C
i ng an eighteen mile branch of the Peninsul ar

Al FGonven Company, recently incorporated for t he
tractand for future operations. The contractor

cludes much rock work and heavy construction f
heavy machinery and tools passed throught town
being built and crews assemble to rush the wor



VANCE CREEK BRANCH

The new branch | eaves the Peninsular Rail way
Creek at the head of the Skokomish Valley but t
tion was first | ogged and keeping higher in the
section which can be | ogged while the remainder
expected to be two or more years of f. Ei ther a
pany or one of the present camps | ocated on the
i ng in i1its | og production with each year.

The entire |ine will extend some eighteen mil
will turn eastwards towards Hood Canal and cros
t ween the forks where the | argest body of ti mbe

the ti mber ahead of t he branch alone 1Is suffici



TWO LONG STEEL SPANS
When the branch iIs fully compl et edu airtt eirss ex p a

dol | ars which gives some idea of the magni tude
branch | i ne. While passing thru very rough and
cost wil/l be due to two |l ong and high steel spa
Vance c¢creek gfudocth awiclh sbteee4dlOOar ch, with two appr

a total of 800 feet of steel bridge. The South
400 feet above the stream bed.

The Vance Creek bridge wil!/ be the first but
als cannot be taken iIin oiGovlae womkraatri edcompl
i s expected that this, as well the first bridg
the next year after which either contracts can
means the bringing here of a new and | arge body
and thus adds another considerable span of [|ife

I s not | i kely to see finished.



TWO LONG STEEL SPANS

The contract for the two big spans was | et ou
steel was fabricated at the company mi |l | i n Tr e
the Vance Creek Bridge has been complete. The w
that the arch connected at the contact center w

The new bridge is 346 feet above Vance creek
feet. The grade of three miles | ong had already

of the second span over the South Fork of the S

The second span was completed by September 1

the main arch span was just 366 feet | ong. This
the branch was abandoned. The bridge was pl anke
the U. S. Forest service who put modern concret
bridge for those wishing to drive over it. | n
Forest Service, the Vance Creek bridge remaine

|l y 19806s, the brGuigren ensass B cadosr akfendeS it hmugthhaes te sr ai |
Ameri ca.

Note: the Vance Creek bridge iIis not open to the
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The First ca
crossed by t
l T ne 1 n 1928
Creek. The br
under constr
Phot o.

Photo by W S.
Ziegler's St
era shop
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The second canyon to be crossed on the new br
was quite a bit shorter but somewhat higher t h:
shown here with a tr-82 n#l.o0ad of pol e:c



